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SEXUALISATION OF CHILDREN 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.15 pm]: I do not intend to delay the house too long, but I want 
to bring to members’ attention a very important matter, and that is a briefing that was held today at 1.00 pm 
during the lunch recess. Representatives from both parties and both houses were quite honoured to have 
Melinda Tankard Reist talk to us about the important issue of the sexualisation of children.  

For those members who are not aware, Melinda Tankard Reist is an author, speaker, media commentator, 
blogger and advocate for women and girls. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Order! I am battling to hear with the numerous conversations happening 
around the chamber. I ask members to give the member on his feet some courtesy. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Melinda Tankard Reist is an advocate for women and girls. She is the author-editor of 
four books, including Getting Real: Challenging the Sexualisation of Girls, which is now in its ninth printing 
and published by Spinifex Press. She is an opinion writer and regular guest on morning television and many 
radio programs. Perhaps most importantly, she is the co-founder of the grassroots movement Collective Shout 
For a World Free of Sexploitation and an ambassador for World Vision and Compassion. She is named in the 
Who’s Who of Australian Women and World Who’s Who of Women. 

The briefing we had this afternoon was excellent, but I want to explain what I mean by the word “excellent”. 
It was excellent in the sense that the speaker came to us highly credentialed and with a great amount of 
experience. I am sure that all honourable members always appreciate having the benefit of hearing someone who 
is properly across their topic, and that absolutely applies to Melinda Tankard Reist. I used the word “excellent” 
in reference to today’s briefing with some degree of hesitation, because the majority of the subject matter was 
incredibly depressing and very confronting. I feel confident in speaking on behalf of all those who attended to 
say that we were all impacted by what we were told. We have talked about this previously; it is one of those 
matters that generates bipartisan support and concern. We have to recognise that none of us has done enough in 
this space, and I feel somewhat energised by the briefing today to redouble my efforts in this space. I hope that 
members who attended the briefing—I know many members would have liked to attend but had other 
commitments and sent their apologies—will join in this effort because if we cannot get things right in respect of 
the children of this state, frankly, I suggest that we should all pack up and go home. There is no more vulnerable 
group in our society than our children, and they are being continually bombarded with this imagery, which so 
much research has confirmed is harmful to them. I cannot think of an issue that is more important. 

I will conclude by drawing members’ attention to some good news in certain parts of the world in respect of this 
issue. I am informed that on 6 June Google, which is apparently the top internet site in the world, announced that 
it would stop all advertisements for pornography as well as all ads that link to sexually explicit websites. That 
was seen to be a phenomenal development, and I am informed that Google has also agreed to stop offering 
sexually explicit apps in its phone app store, Google Play. I am looking at my notes, which tell me that this 
announcement came only two weeks after a delegation of anti-porn activists met with Google executives at their 
offices in Washington, DC. I share that story briefly in conclusion just to give members some hope about what 
can be done. Clearly, some people invested their time and energy to have meetings with key executives of a very 
large organisation such as Google and they have achieved a great outcome. If these people can do that in 
Washington, why can we not do something in Western Australia? 

With those comments, I encourage members to keep this matter high on their priority list and us all to work 
together to achieve some positive outcomes. 
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